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/ have spent a good deal of my time in Jail. ■ 

/ have been in Jail seven or eight may be ten times. ■/ 
I shall probably spend a great many more years Jn_ Jail 

and may dte in Jail—GANDHIJf 
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‘Mahatma Gandhi is the symbol of national consci¬ 
ousness of this great country and in his suffering is 
reflected the humiliation of the country. He is an 
interpid spirit with an impregnable will and a super¬ 
human passion for Truth and Non-Violence.’ 

In the correspondence between the Viceroy and 
Mahatmaji that has just been released, Mahatmaji 
asserts that he is to-day as complete and as ardent a 
votary of Truth and Non-Violence as at any time 
before. He believes that Congressmen are all follow¬ 
ers of Non-Violence, and leaflets and circulars 
emanating from the so-called Congress organisations 
suggesting a programme of subversive activities are 
unauthorised. He pleads with the Viceroy to take 
steps to end the present impasse. 

IMMEDIATE ESSENTIAL 

0 

“We are relieved -to know that he has declared his 
intention not to fast unto death. It is a fast under¬ 
taken under limited condition and with proper care. 
We hope and pray that he will be able to survive this 
ordeal.” 


“His immediate unconditional*release is essen¬ 
tial for allaying public apprehension and easing 
the present tension. The independence of India 
is her birth right. The cause of the Allied nations, 
the peace of the world and the good name of Great 
Britain demand it. We do hope that Gandhiji will 
be released and his advice sought and National 


Government established.” 

- y* 


SIR S. RADHAKRISHNAN 

(Speech delivered at Benares) 
13th Feb. 1943. 


Fasf As Satyagrahi's Weapon 

“There is a natural prejudice against fasting as 
part of a political struggle. It has a rccognniscd 
place in religious practice. But it is considered a 
vulgar interpolationn in politics by the ordinary 
politician though it has always been resorted to 
by prisoners in a haphazard way with more or less 
success. By fasting however, they have always 
.succeeded in drawing public attention and distur¬ 
bing the peace of jail authorities” wrote Mahatma 
Gandhi in the “Harijan” dated 26th July 1042. 
Mahatma Gandhi adds: 

My own fasts have always, as I hold been strictly 
according to the law of Satyagraha. Fellow Satva- 
grahis too in South Africa fasted partially or wholly. 
My fasts have been varied. There was the Hindu- 
Muslim Unity fast of 21 days in 1024 started under the 
late Maulana Mahomed Ali's roof in Delhi. The in¬ 
determinate fast against the MacDonald Award was 
taken in the Yerawada Prison in 1932. The 21 days’ 
purificatory fast was begun in the Yerawada Prison and 
was finished at Lady Thackersev’s, as the Governnment 
would not take the burden of my being in the Prison in 
that condition. Then followed another fast in Yera¬ 
wada Prison in 1033 against the Government refusal to 
let me carry on anti-untouchability work through 
“Harijan” (issued from prison) on the same basis as 
facilities had been allowed me four months before. 
They would not yield, but they discharged me when 
their medical advisers thought I could not live many 
days if the fast was not given up. 

Then followed the,illfated Rajkot fast in 1939. A 
false step taken by me thoughtlessly during that fast 
thwarted the brilliant result that would otherwise cer¬ 
tainly have been achieved. 

“AN INTEGRAL PART OF SATYAGRAHA” 

In spite of all these fasts, fasting has not been 
accepted as a recognised part of Satyagraha. It has 
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only been tolerated by the politicians. I have how¬ 
ever, been driven to the conclusion that fasting unto 
death is an integral part of Satyagraha programme and 
it is the greatest and most effective weapon in its 
armoury under given circumstances. Not every one is 
qualified for undertaking it without a proper course _ 
of training. 

AN APPEAL TO BETTER NATURE 

I may not burden this note with an examination of 
the circumstances under which fasting may be resorted 
for it. Non-violence in its positive aspect as benevo¬ 
lence (I do not use the word-love as it has fallen 
into disrepute) is the greatest force because of the 
limitless scope it affords for self-suffering without 
causing or intending any physical or material injury 
to the wrong-doer. The object always is to evoke the 
best in him. Self-suffering is an appeal to his better 
nature, as retaliation is to his baser. Fasting under 
pro ier circumstances is such an appeal par excellence. 

If t ic politician does not perceive its propriety in poli¬ 
tical matters, it is because it is a novel use of this very 
fine weapon. 

PRACTICE OF NON-VIOLENCE 

To practise non-violence in mundane matters is to 
know its true value. It is to bring heaven upon earth. 
There is no such thing as the other world. All 
worlds are one. There is no ‘here’ and no there. 
As Jeans has demonstrated, the whole universe includ¬ 
ing the most distant the most powerful telescope in 
the world, is compressed in an atom. I hold it there¬ 
fore to be wrong to limit dwellers and for acquiiing 
merit for a favoured position in the other world. All 
virtue ceases to have use if it serves no purpose in 
every walk of life. I would therefore, plead with the 
purely political-minded people to study non-violence— 
and fasting as its extreme manifestation with sympathy 
and understanding. 


—Gandhiji. 



fandhiji’s Letter to Viceroy- 

NEW YEAR’S EVE. 1942 

(Personal) 

Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

This is a very personal letter. Contrary to the biblical 
injunction I have allowed many suns to set on a quarrel 
I have harboured against you but I must not allow the 
old year to expire without disburdening myself of what 
is ranking in my breast against you I had thought we 
were friends and should still love to think so. However 
what has happened since the 9th of August last makes 
me wonder whether you still regard me as a friend. I 
have perhaps not come in such close touch with any 
other occupant of your 'Gadi' as with you. 

WEB OF SUSPICION 

Your arrest of me, the communique you issued there¬ 
after, ycur reply to Rajaji and the reasons given therefore 
Mr. Amery's attack on me and much else I can catalogue 

to show that at some stage or other you must have sus¬ 
pected my bona tides. Mention of other Congressmen 
in the same connection is by the way. I seem to be the 
tons et origo ' of all the evil imputed to the Congress. 
It 1 have not ceased to be your friend why did you not 
oetore taking drastic action send for me tell me oi your 
suspicions and make yourself sure of your facts ? 

fallen from the grace i 

I am quite capable of seeing myseif as others see me 
out in this case I have tailed hopelessly. I find that al* 

• 6 s tdtements mac * e about me in Government quarteis 
in this connection contain palpable departures from truth 
1 have so much fallen from grace that I could not estab 
ish contact with a dying friend 1 mean Prof. Bhansali 
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who is fasting in regard to the Chimur affair and I am 
expected to condemn the so-called violence of some 
people reputed to be Congressmen although I have no 
data for such comdemnation save the h^aviiy censored 
reports of newspapers. I must own that I thoroughly 
distrust these reports. I could write much more but I 
must not lengthen my tale of woe. I am sure that what 
I have said is enough to enable you to fill in details. 

GaNDHIJI’S mission 

You know I returned to India from South Africa at the end 
of 1914 with a mission which came to me in 1900 namely to 
spread Truth and Non-Vio-lence among mankind in the place of 
violence and falsehood in all walks of life. 

SATYAGRAHA KNOWS NO DEFEAT 

The law ol Satyagraha knows no defeat Prison is 
one of the many ways of spreading the message but it 
has its limits. You have placed me in a palace where 
every reasonable creature comfort is ensured. I have 
freely partaken of the latter purely as a matter of duty 
never as a pleasure in the hope that some day those 
that have the power will realise that they have wronged 
‘nnocent men. I have given myself six months. The 
period is drawing to a close so is my patience. 

CRUCIFY THE FLESH BY FASTING 

The law of Satyagrahas as I know it prescribes a remedy 
in such moments of trial. In a sentence it is ‘crucify the flesh 
by fasting.’ That same law fordids its use except as a last resort. 

I do not want to use it if I can avoid it. This is the 
way to avoid it. Convince me of my error of errors and 
I shall maxe ample amends. You can send .or me or 
send someone who knows your mind and can carry 
conviction. There are many other ways if you have the 
will. May I expect an early reply ? 

May the New Year bring peace to us all. 

I am, your sincere friend, 

M. K. GANDHI. 
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Viceroy’s Letter to dandtiiji. 

January 13th 1943 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Thank you for your personal letter of December 31st 
which I have just received. I fully accept its personal 
character and I wel-come its frankness. And my reply 
will be as you would wish it to be as frank and as entirely 
personal as your letter itself. 

2. I was glad to have your lettei for to be as open 
with you as our previous relations justify I have been 
profoundly depressed during recent months first by the 
policy that was adopted by. the Conqress in August, 
secondly because while that policy gave rise as it was 
obvious it must throughout the country to violence and 
crime (I say nothing of the risks to India from outside 
aggression) no word of condemnation for that violence 
and crime should have come from you or from the 
Working Committee. 

SILENCE OVER DlSTURBAf CES 

When you were first at Poona I knew that you were 
not receiving newspapers and I accepted that as explain¬ 
ing your silence. When arrangements were made that 
you and the Working Committee should have such news¬ 
papers as you desired ! felt certain that the details those 
newspapers contained of what was happening would 
shock and distress you as much as it has us all and that 
you would be anxious to make your condemnation of it 
catagorical and widely known. 

REAL DISAPPOINTMENT TO VICEROY ! 

But that was not the case ; and it has been a real 
disappointment to me all the more when I think of 
these murders the burning alive of Police officials the 
wrecking of trains the destruction of property the mis¬ 
leading of these young students which has done so 
much harm to India’s good name and to the Congress 
ar y you may take it from me that the newspaper 



accounts you mention are well founded—I only wish 
they were not for the story is a bad one. I well know 
the immense weight of your great authority in the 
Congress movement and with the party and those who 
follow its lead and I wish I could feel again speaking very 
frankly that a heavy responsibility did not rest on you 
3 nd unhappily/ while the initial responsibility lests with 
the leaders other have to bear the consequences 
whether as law-breakers with the results that involves 


or as the victims. 

HIS TERMS TO REOPEN NEGOTIATIONS 

3 But if 1 am right in reading your letter to mean that in 
light of what bappenned you wish to retrace your steps and 
dissociate yourself from the policy of last summer you have only 
to let me know and I will at once consider the matter further. 
And it 1 have failed to understand your object you must not 
hesitate to let me know without delay in what respect I have done 
so and tell me what positive suggestion you wish to put to me. 


You know me well enough after these many years to 

believe that I shall be only too concerned to read with 

the same close attention as every any message which I 
receive from you to give it the fullest weight and to 
approach it with the deepest anxiety to understand your 

feeling and your motives. 


Yours sincerely, 
LINLITHGOW. 
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Growl and (ountergrowl. 

January 19th 1943. 


Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I received your kind letterof 13th instant yesterday at 
2-30 p. m. I had almost despaired of ever hearing from 
you. Please excuse my impatience. 

Your letter gladdens me to find that I have not lost 
caste with you. 

My letter of 31st December was a growl against you. 
Yours is a counter-growl. It means that you maintain 
that you were right in arresting me and you were sorry 
for the comissions of which in your opinion I was guilty. 

WRONG INFERENCE 

The inference you draw from my letter is I am afraid 
not correct. I have re-read your letter in the light of 
your interpretation but I have failed to find your 
meaning in it. 

I wanted to fast and should still want to if nothing comes out 
of your correspondence and have to be a helpless witness to 
what is going on in the country including the privations of the 
millious owing to the universal scarcity stalking the land. 

— If I do not accept your interpretation of my letter 
you want me to make a positive suggestion. This I might 
be able to do only if you put me amomg the members of 
the Working Committee of the Congress. 

"I HAVE NO CONVICTION OF ERROR” 

If I could be convinced of my error or worse of which 
you are evidently I should need to consult nobody so far 
as my own* action is concerned to make a full and open 
confession and make ample amends. But I have not any 
conviction of error. I wonder if you saw my letter to the 
Secretory to the Government of India of 21st September 
1942 I adhere to what I have said in it and in my letter 
to you of 14th August 1942. 
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WHY DISTURBANCES NOT CONDEMNED 

Of course I deplore the happenings which have taken place 
since 9th August last. But have I not laid the whole blame for 
them at the door of the Government of India ? 

Moreover I could not express any opinion an events 
which 1 cannot influence or control and of which I have 
but a one-sided account. You are bound pnmafaciei to 
accept the accuracy of reports that may be placed before 
T>ou by your departmantal heads. But you will not expect 
me to do so. Such reports have before yoo ctaprwd 

fallible. It was for that reason that in my letl * r ot 31s ' 
December 1 pleaded with you to convince me ot the 
correctness of the information on which your convichon 
was based. You will perhaps appreciate my lund ^® n ' a 
difficulty in making the statement you have expected.m 

to make. 

BLTIVER IN NON-VOILENCE * 

This however lean say from the house-top that I am as 
confirmed a believer in Non Violence as I have ever been. You 
may not know that any violance on the part of Congress workers 
1 have condemned openly and unequivocally. I have even done 
buplic penance more than once. I must not worry you wiW 
examples, THE POINT I WISH TO MAKE IS THAT ON EVERY 
SUCH OCCASSION I WAS A FREE MAN. 

RETRACING LIFE WITH GOVERNMENT ' ~ 

This time the retracing as I have submitted lies with 
the Government. You will forgive me for expressing an 
opinion challenging yours. I am certain that nothing but 
qood would have resulted it you had stayed your hand 
and granted me the interview which I had announced on 
the night of the 8th August I was to seek. But that was 

not to be. 

INDIA GOVERNMENT HAS OWNED THEIR MISTAKES BEFORE 


Here; may I remind you that the Government India 
have before now owned their mistakes as for instance in 
the Punjub when the late General Dyer was condemned 
in the United provinces when a corner of a mosque in 
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Cawnpore was restored and in Bengal when the partition 
was annulled. 

All these things were done in spite of great and pie- 
vious mobviolence :— 

To sum up:— 

(1) If you want me to act singly convince, me that 1 
was wrong. I will make ample amends. 

(2) If you want me to any Proposal on behalf of the 
Congress you should put me among the Congress Work¬ 
ing Committee members. I do plead with you to make 
up your mind to end the impasse. 

If I am obscure or have not answered you letter 
fully please point out the omissions and I shall make an 
attempt to give you satisfaction. 

I have no mental reservation. 

I find that my letters to you are sent through the 
Government of Bombay. This procedure must involve 
some loss of time. As time is of the essence in this 
matter, perhaps you will issue instructions that my letters 
to you may be sent directly by the Superintendent of 
this camp. 

I am, 

Your sincere friend 

M. K. GANDHI. 
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Viceroy Still in the Dark 

JANUARY 25. 1943. 

(Personal) 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Many thanks for your personal letter of the 19th 
January which I have just received and which I need not 
say I have read with close care and attention. But I am 
still I fear rather in the dark. 

GANDH1J1 RESPONSIBLE FOR VOILENCE AND CRIME 

1 made clear to you in ray last letter that however reluctantly 
the coarse of events and my familiarity with what has been tak¬ 
ing place has left me no choice but to regard the Congress move' 
ment and you as its authorised and fully empowered spokesman at 
the time of the decision of last August as responsible for tbe sad 
campaign of violence and crime and revolutionary activity which 
has done so much harm and so much injury to India's credit since 
last August. 

FOLLOWERS FAILING SHORT OF IDEAL 

I note what you say about Non-violence. I am very glad 
to read your unequivocal condemnation of violence and 
I am well aware of the importance which you have given 
to that article of your creed in the past. But the events of 
these last months and even the events that are happen¬ 
ing today show that it has not met with the full support 
of certain at any rate of your followers and the mere fact 
that they may have fallen short of an ideal which you 
have advocated is no answer to the relations of those 
who have lost their lives and to those themselves who 
have lost their property or suffered severe injury as a 
result of violent activities on the part of Congress and 
its supporters. 

CONGRESS AND GANDHIJI BLAMED 

And I cannot I fear accept as an answer your sugge¬ 
stion that the whole blame has been laid by you yourse.. 
at the door of the Government of India. We are dealing 
with facts in this matter and they have to be faced. And 
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while as I made clear in my last letter I am very anxious 
to have from you anything that you have to say or any 
specitic proposition that you may have to make. The 
position remains that, it is not the Government of India 
but Congress and yourself that are on their justification 
in this matter. 

CLE\R UNDERTAKING ASKED FOR 

2. If therefore you are anxious to inform me that 
you repudiate or dissociate yourself from the resolution 
of the 9th August and the policy which that resolution 
represents and if you can give me appropriate assu¬ 
rance as regards the future. I shall, I need not say, be 
very ready to consider the matter furthur. It is of course 
very necessary to be clear on that point, and you will 
not, I know, take it amiss that I should make that clear 
in the plainest possible words. 

3. I will ask the Governor of Bombay to arrange 
that any communication from you should be sent through 
him which will trust reduce delay in its transmission. 

Yours Sincerely, 
LINLITHGOW. 
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Gandhi asks for Positive proof 

January 29th 1943 


Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I must thank you warmly tor your prompt reply to my 
letter of 19th instant. I wish I could agree with you that 
your letter is clear. I am sure you do not wish to imply by 
clearness simply that you hold a particular opinion stro¬ 
ngly. I have pleaded and would continue to plead till the 
last breath, that you should at least make an attempt to 
convince me of the validity of the opinion you hold that 
the August Resolution of the Congress, is responsible for 
the popular violence that broke out on 9th August last 
and after, even though it broke out after the wholesale 
arrest of principal Congress Workers. Was not the drastic 
and unwarranted action of the Government responsible 
for the reported violence ? 

You have not even said what part of the August Reso¬ 
lution is bad or offensive in your opinion. That resolution 
is in no way a retraction by the congress of its policy ot 
Non-violence. It is definitely against Fascism in every 
shape or form. It tends cooperation in war effort under 
circumstances which alone can make effective and nation¬ 
wide cooperation possible. It all this opinion to reproac . 

THE ‘* C D ” CLAUSE 


Objection may be raised to that clause of the resolu- 
tion which contemplated Civil Disobedience. But that it¬ 
self cannot constitute an objection since the P r ' n ® ip '® of 
Civil Disobedience is impliedly conceded in what is known 
as the "Gandhi-Irwin Pact." Even that Civil Disobedie¬ 
nce was not to be started before knowing the result o^ 
the meeting of which 1 was to seek from you 


appointment^^ irresp0 NSIBLE CHARGES 

Then, take the unpreved and in my opinion unprova- 
ble charges hurled against the Congress and me by o 
responsible a Minister as the Secretary of State lor India 



Surely I can say with satety that it is for Government 
to justify their action by solid evidence not by mere 
'Ipse Dixit'. 

GOVT. GOADED PEOPLE TO MADNESS 

But you throw in my face the fact of murder by per¬ 
sons reputed to be Congressmen. I see the fact of muidors 
as ciearty, I hope, as you do. 

My answer is that the Government goaded the people to the 
point of madness. They started leonie violence in the shape of 
the arrests already referred to. That violence is not any the less 
so, because it is organised on a scale so gigantic that it displaces 
the Mosaic law of ‘tooth for tooth’ by that of ten thousand for 
one—not to mention the corollary of the Mosaic Law, i. e. of non- 
resistance as enunciated by Jesus Christ. I connot interpret in 
any other manner the repressive measures of the all-Powerful 
Government of India. 


And to this tale of woe the privations of the poor 
millions due to India-wide scarcity which I cannot help 
thinking might have been larqely mitigated, if not alto¬ 
gether prevented, had there been a bona fide National 
Government responsible to a popularly elected assembly. 

FAST ACCORDING TO CAPACITY 

If then I cannot get soothing balm for my pain, I must resort 

to the law prescribed for Satyagrabis, namely, a fast according to 
capacity. 


I must commence alter the early morning breakfast of the 9th 

February (latter changed to February 10) a fast for 21 days ending 

on the morning of the 2nd March. * 

Usually, during my fasts. I take water with the addition of salts. 

nroL n "T a aT ■ ” 7 ! yStem r I efu,e ‘ This time therefore, I 

S is no.t^T*. J C,lr .L ,, I Uil lon,ake w *ter drinkable for my 
w l s “k d ! a i h ’ bul l °’ urvive ordeal, if God Jo 

needed relief ■°° t,er ky Gorernment giving the 


I am not making this letter personal as I did the two 

” S ones - Th ®y , were in no way confidential. They 
were a mere personal appeal. 

I am, 

Your Sincere Friend," 
M. K. GANDAI.^ 1 * * * S . 
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Congress Demands mere for all people 

P. S. The following was inadvertently omitted:— 


„ The Government have evidently ignored or over¬ 
looked the very material fact that the Congreiss by its 
August resolution asked nothing for itself. All itsdemands 
were for the whole people. As you should be aware, the 
congress was willing and prepared for the Govemmen 
inviting M. A. Jinnah to from a National Government 
subject to such agreed adjustments as may be necessary 
for the duration of the war, such Government being 
responsible to a duly elected Assembly Being isolated 

from the working Committee ( exce P t R S . h . , ?” a ^ 0 ®3 
Devi, I do not know its presentmind But the Committee 

is not likely to have changed its mind. 




Viceroy’s views remain unchanged 


February 5th 1943. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Many thanks for your letter of 29th Jan. which I have 
just received. I have read it, as always, with great 
care and with every anxiety to follow your mind and 
to do full justice to your argument. But I fear that my 
view of the responsibility of Congress and of yourself 
personally for the lamentable disorders of last autumn 
remains unchanged. 


(2) In my last letter I said that my knowledge of the 
facts left me no choice but to regard the Congress 
movement, and you as its authorised and fully empowe¬ 
red leader at the time of the decision of last August, as 
responsible for the campaign of violence and crime that 
subsequently brokeout. 


READY TO SUBMIT PROOFS 

In reply you have reitereted your request that I 
should attempt to convince you that my opinion is 
correct. I would readily have responded earlier to that 

suclTns \Vh th3 K Y ° Ur letters have no indication, 

soSaht tL h °< U h ! Ve bee u entitled to expect that you 
sought the information with an open mind. In each of 

tears 

statedthat ? . ndia ' In * he Si ™ e letter YOU have 

nee you of anvthinn P. ° / [ desire me to convi- 

India have never made any secret dV Govemment ( o1 
holding the Congress and*,, leadere re^ntS & 
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deplorable acts of violence sabotage and terrorism that 
have occurred since the Congress ( resolution of the 
8th August declared a 'Mass Struggle in suppor of its 
demands, appointed you as its leader and 
Congressmen to act for themselves in the event ot inter 

ference with the leadership of the movement. 

A body which passes a resolution in such terms is 
hardly entitled to disclaim responsibility for any even 
that followed it. There is evidence that you and you 
friends expected this policy to lead to violence, end Uu 

Ihat ensuedlormed^part'ot a" concerted plan, conceived 

long before the arrest of Congress leoders. 

maxwell QUOTED as witness 

‘-SvSSs 

September last, and it you need further information I 
would refer you to it. 

1 enclose a complete COPY in 

‘dd C allle masTof evidence that has since come to 
fight^has confirmed the conclusions then reached. 

COMPAIGN OF SABOTAGE 

I have ample inl ^^“"ndefsecreuSchons, 

sabotage has been con u A1 |. In dia Congress Commi- 
circulated in the name £; theM « d and 

ttee. That well-known Congressmen^ ^d ^ d 

ireely taken part in acts> Conqre ss organisation 

that even now an underground^ ^ q( a member oj 

exists in which ® ra °, n ^ Committee plays a prominent 
the Congress Working C £ in planning the 

part and which is active y , erro rism that have 

bomb outrages and other acts o 
disgusted the whole country. 
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If we do not act on all this information and make it publ.cly 
known it if because the time if not yet ripe; but you may re.t .Mured 
that the charges againft the Congreff will have to be met sooner or 
later and it will then be for you and your colleagues to clear your¬ 
selves before the world if you can. And if in the meanwhile you 
yourself, by any action such as you now apear to be countemplaling. 
attempt to find aa easy way out the judgment will go against you by 
default. 


C. D. PRINCIPLE NOT RECOGNISED 

(3) 1 have read with some surprise your statement 
that the principle of Civil Disobedience is implicitly 
conceded in the Delhi settlement on the 5th March 1931 
which you refer to as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. 1 ' I have 
again looked at that document. Its basis was that Civil 
Disobedience would be "effectively discontinued'' and 
that certain ‘reci procal action would be taken by 
Government. It was inherent in such a document that 
it should take notice cf the existence of Civil 
Disobedience. But I can find nothing in it to suggest 
that Civil Disobedience was recognised as being in any 
circumstances legitimate. And I cannot make it too 
plain that it is not so regarded by my Government. 

t a\ t Ac.c-i\to-diqi i 

(4) lo accept the point of view white 1 you put 
forward would be to concede that the authorised 
Government of the country on whic lies the 
responsibility for maintaining peace and good order, 
should allow subversive and revolutionary movements, 
described by you yourself as open rebellion to take place 
unchallenged: that they should allow preparations for 
violence for the interruption of communinations, for 
attacks on innocent persons for the murder of police 
o icers and others to proceed unchecked, my 
government and I are open indeed to the charge that 

ve should have taken drastic action at an earlier stag® 

gainst you and against the Congress leaders. 
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PATIENCE THAT WAS MISPLACED 


But my anxiety and that of my Government has 
throughout been to give you, and to give the Congress 
organisation, every possible opportunity to withdraw 
from the position which you have decided to take up. 
Your statements of last June and July the original 
resolution of the Working Committee of the 14th July, 
and your declaration on the same day that there was no 
room left for negotiation and that after all it was an 
open rebelion, are all of them grave and significant, 
even without your final exhortation to DO .OR DIE. 
But with a patience that was perhaps misplaced it was 
decided to wait until the resolution of the All-India 
Congress Committee made it clear that there could be 
no further toleration of the Congress altiude if 
Government was to discharge its responsibility to the 

people of India. 

CONCERN ABOUT GANDHIJI’S HEALTH 

(5) Let me in conclusion say how greatly I regret 
having regard to your health and your age the decision 
that you tell me, that you now have it in mind to take 
I hope and pray that wiser counsels may yet prevail 
with you. But the decision whether or not to 
undertake a fast with its attendant risks is clearly one 
that must be taken by you alone and the responsibility 
for which and for its consequences must rest on you 


ione. 

FAST—POLITICAL BLACKMAIL 

I trust sincerely that in the light of what I have said you 
lav think better of your resolution ; and I would welcome a 
ecision on your part to think better of it, not only because o 
iy own natural reluctance to see you wilfully risk your life but 
>cause I regard the use of a fast for political purposes as a from 
1 political blackmail (Himsa) for which there can be n<> moral 
■stification, and understood from your own previous writings 

, at this was also your view. you „ 

lwlinxhow. 
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Invitation to Fast 

FEBRUARY 7th, 1943. 


Dear Loard Linlithgow, 

I have to thank you for your long reply dated the 5th 
February last. I wold take your last point first, namely, 
the contemplated fast which begins on 9th instant. Your 
letter, from a Satyagrahi's standpoint, is an invitation to 
fast. No doubt the responsibility for the step and its con- 
seguence will be solely mine. You have allowed an expre¬ 
ssion to slip from your pen for which I was unprepared. 

NO! LIKE A FRIEND 

In the concluding sentence or the second paragraph 
you describe the step as an attemps “to find an easy 
way out/' That you as a friend, can impute such a base 
and cowardly motive to me passes comprehension. You 
have also described it as ' a form of political blackmail." 
And you guote my previous writing on the subject against 
me. I abide by my writing. I hold that there is nothing 
inconsistent in them withIhecontemplated step. I wonder 
whether you have yourself read those writings. 

OPEN FOR CONVICTION 

I do claim that I have open mind when I asked you to 
convince me of my error. " Profound distrust *’ of the 
published reports is in no way inconsistent with my 
having an open mind. 

You say that there is evidence that I—leave my 
friends out for the moment—‘expected this policy to lead 
to violence, that I was, "prepared to condone it", and 
that the violence that ensued formed part of a concerted 
plan conceived long before the arrest of Congress 
leaders. I have seen no evidence in support of such a 
serious charge. You admit that part of the evidence has 
yet to be published. 


Si. • 
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The speech of the Home Member, of which you have 
favoured me with a copy, may be taken as the opening 
speech of the prosecution counsel and nothing more. It 
contains unsupported imputations against Congressmen. 

Of course he has described the violent outburst in 
graphic language. But he has not said why it took place i 

when it did. You have condemned men and women before 
trying them and hearing their defence. Surely there is 
nothing wrong in my asking you to show me the evidence 
on which you hold them guilty. What you say in your 
letter carries no conviction. Proof should correspond to 
the canons of English jurisprudence. 

THE LADY IN QUESTION 

If the wife of a member of the Working Committee is 
actively engaged in "planning the bomb outrages and 
other acts of terrorism", she should be tried before a 
court of law and punished if found guilty- The lady you 
refer to could only have done the things attributed to 
her after the wholesale arrests of 9th August last, which 
I have dared to describe as leonine violence. 

test IT before impartial tribunal 


You say that the time is not yet ripe to publish the charges 
against the Congress. Have you ever thought of the possibility of 
their being found baseless when they are put before an impartial 
tribnnal ? Or that some of the condemned persons might have 
died in the meanwhile, or that some of the evidence that the 
living can produce mignt become unavailable ? 

PRINCIPLE OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


I reiterate the statement that the principle of Cm 
Disobedience is implicity conceded in the settlement ot 
5th March 1931 arrived at between the then viceroy on 
behalf of the Government of India and myself on behal 
of the Congress. I hope you know that the principal 
Congressmen were discharged before that settlement was 
even thought of. Certain reparations were made to 
Congressmen under that settlement. Civil Disobedience 
was discontinued only on conditions being fulfilled by 
The Government. That by itself was, in my opinion an 


\ 
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acknowledgement ol its legitimacy, ol course under given 
circumstances. It therefore seems somewhat strange to 
find you maintain that Civil Disobedience "cannot be 
recognised as being in any cricumstances legitimate" by 
your Government. 

BRITAIN HAS RECOGNISED 

You ignore the practice of the British Government 
which has recognised this legitimacy under the name 
of "Passive Resistance.'' 

READING A MEANING WHICH IS NOT THERE 

Lasty you read into my letters a meaning which is 
wholly inconsistent with my declaration, in one of them, 
of adherence to unadulterated Non-violence, for, you say 
in your letter under reply that "accaptance of my point 
of view would be to concede that the authorised 
Government of the country on which lies the 
responsibility for maintaining peace and good order, 
should allow movement to take place that would admit 
preparations for violence, interruptionof communications, 
for attacks of innocent persons, for murders of police 
officers and othors to proceed unchecked." 

I must be a strange friend of yours whom you believe to 
be capable of asking for recognition of such things as lawful. 

I have not attempted an exhaustive reply to the views 
and statements attributed to me. This is not the place nor 
the time for such a reply. I have only picked out those 

things which in my opinion demanded an immediate 
answer. 

NO ALTERNATIVE BUI TO FAST 

You have left me no loophole for escaping the ordeal 
I have set before myself. I begin it on the 9th instant 
(changed to 10th) with the clearest possible conscience. 

AN APPEAL TO HIGHEST TRIBUNAL 

Despite your description of it as "a form of political 
blackmail. .11 is on my part meant to be an appeal to the 

highest tribunal for justice which I have failed to secure from 
you, if 1 do not survive the ordeal, 1 shall go to the judgment 
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seat with the fullest faith in my innocence. Posterity will 
judge between you as representative of an all powerful 
Government and me as a humble man who has tried to serve his 
country and humanity through it. 

My last letter was written against time, and therefore fi 
a material paragraph went in as a postcript. I now send f - 
■ herewith a fair copy typed by Pyarelal, who has taken 
Mahadeo Desai's place. You will find the postscript 
paragraph restored to the place where it should have 
been. 

I am, 

Your sincere friend, 

M. K. GANDHI. 
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ANNEXURE I. 

Gandhijis Letter to Viceroy. 

August 14th, 1942. 

Dear Lord Linlithgow. 

Government of India were wrong in pre¬ 
cipitating the crisis. The Government resolution 
justifying this step is full of distortions and misrepre¬ 
sentations. That you have the approval of your Indian 
‘Colleagues' can have no significance except this, that 
in India you can always command such services. That 
co-operation is an additional justification for the de¬ 
mand of withdrawal irrespective of what people and 

parties may say. 

i 


INTENDED APPEAL 

The Government of India should have waited at 
least till the time I inaugurated mass action. I have 
publicly stated that I fully contemplated sending you 
a letter before taking concrete action. It was to be an 
appeal to you for an impartial examinaion of the Con¬ 
gress case. 


i 


As you know, the Congress has readily filled in 
every omission that has been discovered in the concep¬ 
tion of. its demand. So could I have dealt with every 
difficulty if you had given me the opportunity. The 

precipitate action of the Government leads one to think 
that they were afraid that the extreme caution and 
gradualness with which the Congress was moving 
towards direct action might make world opinion veer 
round to the Congress as it had already begun doing 
and expose the hollowness of the grounds for the 
Government s rejection of the Congress demand'. 

renJr h nf Sh ° Uld S u Urely . have ^ ted ^' an authentic 
aft P er thl y S ? eech ? ° n Friday and on Saturday nigh? 
r * ' 1 passing of the resolution by the All India 
Congress Committee. You would have found in them 


that I would not hastily begin action. You should have 
taken advantage of the interval foreshadowed in them 
and explored every possibility of satisfying the Con¬ 
gress demand. 

A CHALLENGE? 

The resolution says:— "The Government of India 
have waited patiently in the hope that wiser counsels 
might prevail. They have been disappointed in that 
hope. I suppose wiser counsels here means abandon¬ 
ment of its demand by the Congress. 

Why should the abandonment of the demand, 
legitimate at all times, be hoped for by a Govern¬ 
ment pledged to guarantee independence to India? 
Is it a challenge that could only be met by imme¬ 
diate repression instead of patient reasoning with 
the demanding party? 

I venture to suggest that it is a long draft upon the 
credulity of mankind to say that the acceptance of the 
demand'‘would plunge India into confusion.’ Anyway 
the summary rejection of the demand has plunged the 
nation and the Government into confusion. The Con- 
gcrss was making every effort to identify India with 

the Allied cause. 

DISTORTION OF REALITY 

The Government resolution says:—‘The Governor- 
General-in-Council has been aware too for some days 
past of dangerous preparations by the Congress Party 
for unlawful and in some cases violent activities direct¬ 
ed among other things to interruption of communica¬ 
tions and public utility services, the organisation of 
strikes, tampering with the loyalty of Government 
servants, and interference with defence measures in¬ 
cluding recruitment.’ 

This is a gross distortion of the reality. Violence 
was never contemplated at any stage. A definition 
of what could be included in non-violent action 
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has been interpreted in a sinister and subtle 
manner, as if the Congress was preparing for 
violent action. 

Everything was openly discussed among Congress 
circles, for nothing was to be done secretly. And why 
is it tempering with your loyalty if I ask you to give 
up a job which is harming the British people? 

Instead of publishing behind the backs of principal 
Congressmen the misleading paragraphs, the Govern¬ 
ment, immediately they came to know of the ‘prepara¬ 
tions’, should have brought to book the parties con¬ 
cerned with the preparations. That would have been 
the appropriate course. By their unsupported allega¬ 
tions in the resolution they have laid themselves open 
to the charge of unfair dealing. 

The Congress movement was intended to evoke 
in the people the measures of sacrifice sufficient to 
compel attention. It was intended to demonstrate 
what measure of popular support it had. Was it 
wise at this time of the day to seek to suppress a 
popular movement avowedly non-violent? 

GROSS LIBEL 


The Government resolution further savs: ‘The 
Congress is not India’s mouthpiece. Yet, in the interests 
ot securing their own dominance and in pursuit of their 

u 1 !^ 13 ' 1 Policy its leaders have consistently impe¬ 
ded the efforts to bring India to full nationhood’. 

It is a gross libel thus to accuse the oldest na- 
jonal organisation of India. This language lies 

‘‘‘L the m ° u J h of a Government which has, as 

th valT'' from P Ub ! ished rec °rds, consistently 
thwarted every national effort for attaining free- 

or bCcrook 1 '® ‘ ‘° SUPP,eSS tl,e Con S rcss by hook 


. T be Government of India have not condescended 
10 C ° nS,der the C °TO offer that if simTta«y 


with the declaration of the independence of India they 
could not trust the Congress to form a stable provi¬ 
sional Government they should ask the Muslim League 
to do so. and that any National Government formed by 
the League would be loyally accepted by the Congress. 
Such an offer is hardly consistent with the charge of 
totalitarianism against the Congress. 

UNREAL OFFER 

Let me examine the Government offer.* “It is that 
as soon as hostilities cease. India shall devise for herself 
with full freedom of decision and on a basis embrac¬ 
ing all and not only a single party the form of Govern¬ 
ment which she regards as most suited to her condi¬ 
tions.' 

Has this offer any reality about it? All parties 
have not agreed now. Will it be any more possible 
after the war? And if the parties have to act before 

independence is in their hands. 

Parties grow up like mushrooms for without prov¬ 
ing their representative character, the Government 
will welcome them as they have done in the past and 
if they, the parties, oppose the Congress and its acti¬ 
vities though they may do lip homage to independence 
frustration is inherent in the Government offer. 

Hence the logical cry of withdrawal first. Only 
after the end of British Power and a fundamental 
change in the political status of India from bon¬ 
dage to freedom, will the formation of a truly re¬ 
presentative government, whether provincial or 
permanent, be possible. The living burial of the 
author of the demand has not resolved the dead¬ 
lock. it has aggravated it. 

Then the resolution proceeds: 

‘The suggestion put forward by the Congress Party 
that the millions of India uncertain as to the future, are 
ready, despite the sad lessons of so many martyr coun¬ 
tries to throw themselves into the arms of the invaders 
is one that the Government of India cannot accept as 


a true representation of the feeling of the people of 
this great country? 

I do not know about the millions but I can give my 
own evidence in support of the Congress statement. 
It is open to the Government not to believe the Con¬ 


gress evidence. 

FRIENDLIEST ADVICE 
No Imperial Power likes to be told that it is in 
peril. It is because the Congress is anxious for 
Great Britain to avoid the fate that has overtaken 
other Imperial Powers that it asks her to shed 
Imperialism voluntarily by declaring India Inde¬ 
pendent. 

The Congress has not approached the movement 
with any but the friendliest motives. The Congress 


seeks to kill Imperialist as much for the sake of the 
British people and humanity as for India. Notwith¬ 
standing assertions to the contrary. 1 maintain that 
the Congress has no interests of its own apart from 
that of the whole of India and the world. 

The following passage from the peroration in the 
resolution is interesting: "But on them lies the task 
of defending India, of maintaining India's capacity 10 
wage war. of safeguarding India's interests, of holding 
the balance between the different sections of her people 
without fear or favour. 


All I can say is that it is a mockery of truth after 
the experience of Malaya. Singapore and Burma. It 
is sad to find the Government of India claiming to hold 
the ‘balance’ between the parties for which it is itself 
demonstrably responsible. 


CONVERSION OF NEHRU 

One thing more. The declared cause is common 
between the Government of India and us. To put in 
the most concrete terms, it is the protection of the 
freedom of China and Russia. The Government of 
India think that the freedom of India is not necessary 
lor winning the cause. I think exactly the opposite. 

free (Vv t l ^ S t # 
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I have taken Jaxvaharlal Nehru as my measuring 
rod. His personal contacts make him feel much more 
the misery of the impending ruin of China and Russia 
than I can—and mav I sav than even you can. In that 
misery, he tried to forget his old quarrel with Impe¬ 
rialism. He dreads much more than I do the success 
of Fascism and Nazism. I have argued with him for 
days together. He fought against my position with a 
passion which I have no words to describe. But the 
ogic of facts overwhelmed him. He yielded when he 

saw clearlv that without the freedom of India that of 

♦ 

the other two was in great jeopardy. 

Surely, you are wrong in having imprisoned 
such a powerful friend and all. If notwithstand¬ 
ing the common cause the Government’s answer to 
the Congress demand is hasty repression, they will 
not wonder if I draw the inference that it was not 
so much the Allied cause that weighed with the 
British Government as the unexpressed determi¬ 
nation to cling to the possession of India as an in¬ 
dispensable part of the Imperial policy. 

This determination led to the rejection of the Con¬ 
gress demand and precipitated repression. The present 
mutual slaughter on a scale never before known to 
history is suffocating enough. But the slaughter of 
truth accompanying the butchery and enforced by the 
falsitv of which the.resolution is reeking, adds strength 
to the Congress position. 

It causes me deep pain to have to send you this 
long letter. But however, much I dislike your action, 

I remain the same friend you have known me. I would 
still plead for reconsideration of the Government of 
India’s whole policy. Do not disregard the pleading 
of one who claims to be a sincere friend of the British 
people. Heaven guide you! 

I am Yours Sincerly, 

M. K. GANDHI. 
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(ANNEXURE II.) 

Viceroy s Reply 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, Au S ust 22 ’ 1942 ‘ 

Thank you very much for your letter dated 
August 14 which reached me only a day or two ago. 

I have read, I need not say, what you have been 
good enough to say in your letter with very close 
attention and I have given full weight to your views. 
But I fear in the result that it would not be possible for 
me either to accept the criticisms which you advance 
of the resolution of the Governor-General-in-Council, 01 
your request that the whole policy of the Government 
of India should be considered. 

Yours Sincerely. 

LINLITHGOW 

Gandhiji’s Letter to Secretary to 
Government of India: 

September, 23, 1942. 

Sir. 

In spite of the chorus of approval sung by the 
Indian Councillors and others of the present Govern¬ 
ment policy in dealing with the Congress I venture to 
assert that had the Government but awaited my con¬ 
templated letter to his Excellency the Viceroy and the 
result thereafter no calamity would have overtaken 
the country. The reported deplorable destruction 
would have most certainly been avoided. 

In spite of all that has been said to the contrary 
I claim that the Congress policy still remains unequ- 
vocally non-violent. The wholesale arrest of the Con¬ 
gress leaders seems to have made the people wild with 
rage to the point of losing self-control. I feel that the 
Government not the Congress were responsible for the 
destruction that has taken place. 



ONLY COURSE 

The only right course for the Government seems 
to me to be to release the Congress leaders, with¬ 
draw all repressive measures and explore ways and 
means of conciliation. Surely the Government 
have ample resources to deal with any overt act 
of violence. Repression can only breed discontent 
and bitterness. 

Since I am permitted to receive newspapers I feel 
that I owe it to the Government to give my reaction 
to the sad happenings in the country. If the Govern¬ 
ment think that as a prisoner I have no right to address 
such communications they have but to say so and I 

will not repeat the mistake. 

' M. K. GANDHI. 

Note: A formal acknowledgement was sent to this 
letter—A.P. 

“Government s Communique of Gandhiji s Fast 

Mr. Gandhi has informed His Excellency the 
Viceroy that he proposes to undertake a fast of three 
weeks’ duration from the 10th February. It is to be a 
fast according to capacity, and during it Mr. Gandhi 
proposes to add juices of citrus fruit to water to make 
the water drinkable, as his wish is not to fast to death, 

but to survive the ordeal. 

The Government of India deplore the use of the 

weapon of fasting to achieve political ends. There can 
in their judgment be no justification for it, and Mi. 
Gandhi has himself 'admitted in the past that it con¬ 
tains an element of coercion. 

The Government of India can only express its 

regret that Mr. Gandhi should think it necessary to 
employ such a weapon on this occasion, and shou see 
a justification for it in anything which Government 
may have said or done in connection with the move¬ 
ment initiated by him and his co-workers in the Lon- 

gress Party. 
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policy Nov will they be respons.blc for 
sequences on Mr. Gandh. s health. 

They cannot prevent Mr. Gandhi from fasti.ij!. 
It was their wish, however that .f he deeded to do 
so. he should do so as a free man and undu h ,is 
own arrangements, so as to bring out clearlv that 
the responsibility for any fast and its consequences 
rested exclusively with him. 

They accordingly informed Mr. Gandhi that be 
would be released for the purpose and for the 
duration of the fast of which be bad notified them, 
and with him any members of the party living 
with him who may wish to accompany him. 

Mr. Gandhi in reply has expressed bis readiness 
to abandon his intended fast if released, failling 
which be will fast in detention. In other words it 
is now clear that only bis unconditional release 
could prevent him from fasting. 


NOT PREPARED 

-This the Government of India are not prepared to 
concede. Their position remains the same: That is to 
say thev are ready to set Mr. Gandhi at liberty for the 
purpose and duration of his fast. But if Mr. Gandhi 
is not prepared to take advantage of that fact and if lie 
fasts while in detention, he does so solely on his own 
responsibility and at bis own risk." 

He would be at liberty in that event to have his 
own medical attendants and also to receive visits from 
friends with the permission of Government during its 
period. 


The Government of India propose to issue in due 
course a full statement on the origin and development 
of the movement which was initiated in August last. 
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and the measures which Goverment have been com¬ 
pelled to adopt to deal with it, but they think this is 
a suitable occasion for a brief review of the events of 
the last few months. 


RESPONSIBILITY REPUDIATED 

Mr Gandhi, in his correspondence with Viceroy, 
lias repudiated all responsibility for the consequences 
which have flowed from the “Quit India demand 
which he and the Congress Party have put forward. 
This contention will not bear examination. 

Mr. Gandhi’s own statement, before the movement 
was launched, envisaged anarchy as an alternative to 
the existing order, and referred to the struggle as a 
right to the finish in the course of which he would not 
hesitate to run any risk, however great. 

“ As much has been made of his offer to meet the 
Vicerov. it is necessary to point out at a press interview 
on the 14th of July after the Working Committee re¬ 
solution was passed. Mr. Gandhi stated that there was 
no room left in the proposal for withdrawal or negoti¬ 
ation- there was no question of one more chance, aftei 
a l it was an open rebellion which was to be as short 
and swift as possible. His last message was Do Ol 


D « yy 

le. 

The speeches of those most closely associated with 
Mr Gandhi have been even more explicit and ha\ e 
given a clear indication of what the Congress High Com¬ 
mand had in mind in launching their attack-®, attack 
which would, if realised have most seriously imperilled 
the whole cause of the United Nations-against Govern- 
men as by law established, and against the agencies 
S ervices by which the life of the country was being 

and sen ices uy fee it note d, 0 f exceptional 

stress and strain and of grave danger to India from 
Japanese aggression. 




The instructions issued by the various Congress 
organisations, contained in leaflets which were found 
to be freely circulating in almost every part of India 
Ind uct on the evidence cannot all be disowned a 
unauthorised-gave specific directions as to t 
methods which were to be employed foi bringing the 
administration to a standstill. 


The circular of the 29th July emanating from the 
Andhra Provincial Congress Committee is an instance 

in point. 

! ORGANISED ARSON 

“4 

I 

It is noteworthy in this connection that in widely 
separated areas all over the country, identical methods 
of attacks on railways and other communications were 
employed requiring the use of special implements and 
highly technical knowledge. 

Control rooms and block instruments in railway 
stations came in for special attention and destruction 
of telegraph and telephone lines and equipment was 
carried out in a manner which denoted careful plan¬ 
ning and close knowledge of their working. 

If these manifestations of rebelious activities are 
to be regarded as the result not of Congress Teach¬ 
ings, but as a manifestation of the popular resent¬ 
ment against the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and the 
congress leaders the question may well be asked 
to which section of the public the tens of thousands 
of men engaged in these violent and subversive 
activities belonged. 

If it is claimed that it is not Congressmen who 
have been responsible, it would be extraordinary, to 
say the least, if the blame were to be laid on non^ 
Congress elements. 



The country is, in effect, asked to believe that those 
-who own allegiance to the Congress Party have be¬ 
haved in an exemplary non-violent manner, and that 
it is persons who are outside the Congress fold who 
have registered their resentment at the arrest of the 
leaders of a movement which they did not profess to 
follow. 

THEY NOT RESPONSIBLE 

A more direct answer to the argument is to be had 
in the fact that known Congress-men have been repeat¬ 
edly found engaged in incitements to violence, or in 
prosecuting Congress activities which have led to grave 
disorders. 

That political parties and groups outside the Con¬ 
gress Party who have no delusions on the subject may 
be judged from the categorical way in which they have 
disassociated themselves from the movement, and con¬ 
demned the violence to which it has given rise. 

In particular, the Muslim League has, on more 
than one occasion, emphasised the character and in¬ 
tentions of the policy pursued by the Congress Party. 
As early as the 20th of August last, the Working Com¬ 
mittee of the League expressed the view reiterated 
many times since, that by the slogan “Quit India” what 
was really meant was supreme control of the Govern¬ 
ment of the country by the Congress, and that the mass 
civil disobedience movement had resulted in lawless¬ 
ness and considerable destruction of life and property. 

Other elements in the political life of the country 
have expressed themselves in a similar vein, and if 
followers Of the Congress persists in their contention 
that the resultant violence was no part of their policy 
or progrgamme. they are doing so against the weight 
of overwhelming evidence. 

Mr. Gandhi in his letter to the Viceroy has sought 
to fasten responsibility on the Government of India. 
The Government of India emphatically repudiate this 
suggestion. 
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“PREPOSTEROUS 1 ’ 

It is clearly preposterous to contend that it is they 
who are responsible for the violence of the last few 
months which so gravely disorganised the normal life 
of the country—and, incidentally aggravated the diffi¬ 
culties of the food situation—at a time when the united 
energies of the people might have been repelling the 
enemy and of striking a blow for the freedom of India 
the Commonwealth and the world. 


HIS PREVIOUS FASTS 

This is the fifth occasion Mahatma Gandhi is 
undertaking a fast in India. The first was the Hindu- 
Muslini Unity fast of 21 days in 1924 undertaken in the 
late Maulana Mahomed Ali's houes in Delhi. The second 
fast, also lasting 21 days, against the Communal Award 
was started in Yerawada Prison in 1932 and finished 
at Lady Thakersey’s residence in Poona. Gandhij 
observed the third fast also in Yerawada Prison in 1933 
as a protest against the Government’s refusal to allow 
Gandhiji to carry on anti-untouchability work through 
his “Harijan’. On this, as on the previous occasion, 
he has released by the Government. The fourth fast 
was undertaken by Gandhiji in 1939 to focus attention 
on affairs in Rajkot State. 







34 


GROWL AND 

Gandhiji’s of New Year’s Eve, 1942:— 

Gandhiji tells a tale of woe. He has lost caste 
with the Viceroy. He has not been allowed to establish 
contact with a dying friend. And he is expected to 
condemn the so-called violence of some people 
reputed to be Congressmen, though the only ground 
before him is the heavily censored reports of news¬ 
papers. His mission is to spread truth and non¬ 
violence among mankind. To fulfil that mission, he 
would now resort to the last way open to a true saty- 
agrahi, the way of crucifying the flesh by fasting. Let 
the Viceroy convince him of his error, and he would 
make ample amends. 

Gandhiji’s of the 19th Jan., 1943:— 

The Viceroy’s inference is not correct. Retracing 
lies with the Government. They have retraced before, 
as when General Dyer was condemned Gandhiji can¬ 
not express any opinion on the happenings after 
August 9, because (1) he holds the Government res¬ 
ponsible for them; (2) he had no control over the 
events, and he had only one-sided account of them 
through reports the like of which have often proved 
fallible; (3) he could condemn violence only as a free 
man. If the Viceroy wants him to act singly, let him 
convince him of his error. If he desires him to make 
any proposal on behalf of the Congress, let him put 
him among the Working Committee Members. 

Gandhiji’s of the 29th Jan., 1943:— 

<The Viceroy should convince Gandhiji that the 
August resolution was responsible for the popular 
violence, even though it broke out after the wholesale 
arrests of principal Congress workers. The Congress 
wanted nothing for itself. Civil Disobedience was not 



COUNTER GROWL 

The Viceroy’s of the 13th Jan., 1943:— 

The Viceroy expected newspaper reports to pro¬ 
voke Gandhiji to a condemnation of the post-arrest 
violence. Gandhiji’s silence has disappointed him. If 
he is right in reading in Gandhji’s letter a wish to 
retrace his steps and dissociate himself from the policy 
of the previous summer, he would consider the matter 
further. If not, he would like Gandhiji to make some 
positive suggestion. 

The Viceroy’s of the 25th Jan., 1943:— 

The Viceroy regards Gandhiji and the Congress as 
responsible for the violence consequent upon the 
arrests. He would consider the matter further, if 
Gandhiji repudiates or dissociates himself from the 
resolution of August 9 and the policy represented by 
that resolution, and gives proper assurances as regards 
the future. 
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GROWL AND 

Gandhiji’s of the 19th Jan.. 1943:—(Continued) 

to be started before a meeting with the Viceroy. And 
the Government started leonine violence. They goad¬ 
ed the people to the point of madness. Now there is- 
no other way but fast according to capacity. This 
would commence after the early morning breakfast of 
the 9th February and end on the morning of the 2nd 
March. 

Gandhiji’s of the 7th Feb., 1943:— 

Gandhiji has seen no evidence in support of the 
\ iceroy s serious charges. The Vicerov has condemned 
men and women without trial. Gandhiji would like- 
to see evidence on which these people were found 
guilty. An impartial tribunal may find the charges 
levelled against himself and the Congress baseless. 
The last is an appeal to the Highest Tribunal for Jus¬ 
tice. If Gandhiji fails to survive* the ordeal, he will go 
to the Judggment seat with the fullest faith in his 
innocence. 

ANNEXURES 1. 2. 3. 

Gandhiji’s of August 14. 1942:— 

Thee Government of India were wrong in preci¬ 
pitating the crisis.. That Congress was preparing for 
violence is a gross distortion of reality, that it impedes 
the efforts to bring India to full nationhood is a gross 
libel, coming from a government which has consistently 
thwarted every national effort for attaining freedom, 
and sought to suppress the Congress by hook or crook. 
The Allies cause is Congress cause, too. But the 
Government do not seem to care so much for the Allied 
cause or for clinging to India as an indispensable part 
of the Imperial policy. * 


This is with reference to the resolution of the 
Governor-General-in-Council. 
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COUNTERR GROWL (Continued) 

The Viceroy’s of the 5th Feb., 1943:— 

The Viceroy repeats his charge against Gandhiji 
and the Congress. He describes the fast as “an easy 
way out” and “a form of political blackmail.” He 
admits that he and his government are open to the 
charge of drastic action at an earlier stage against 
Gandhiji and the Congress leaders. He takes no res¬ 
ponsibility for the fast. 

The Viceroy’s of August 22, 1942:— 

The Viceroy cannot accept Gandhiji’s criticism or 
the request that the Government policy should be 
reconsidered. 


Gandhiji's of Sept., 23, 1942 to Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment of India:— 

Had the Government showed patience, nothing 
untoward would have happened. They, not the Con¬ 
gress, are responsible for the destruction. The right 

“,° r them 1S t0 release Congress leaders, with- 
means & of and ex P loi e 
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Hindostan Harnara 


Sare Jahan se accha Hindostan Hamara, 

Hum bulbulain hain uski woh gulistan hamara. 


Gurbut main ho agar ham, rahata hai dil watan main, 
Samjo wahi hamainbhi, dil ho jahan^mara. ^ 

Parbat who sab se uncha hamsaye asman ka, 

Wo Santari hamara, woh pausbaun hamara. 


Godi main khelti hain uskihazaron nadiyan, 
Gulshan hai jinke dam se, rishke jeenan hamara. 


Aye abe rude Ganga, woh din hai yad tujko, 
Utra tere kinare jab Karvan^amara. 

A t 1 «.r\lrKnHQ 


Mazhab nahi sikhata -teas m? bair rakhana, 

Hindi Hai Ham Watan Hai Hindostan Hamara. 

Unano Misr^ooma sub mit gai sc, 

Ab tak magar hai haqui namo nishan hamara. 

Kuch baat hai kc basti mifti nahin fcan#i, 

Sadiyon raha hai dushm#daore zamaun hamara. 

Iqbul koi mahcram apnqfnahin jahan me, 

Maalum kiya kisi ko dardcnehan hamara. 

—IQBAL- 

A 
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